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Vicious attacks

Expert weaver Susan Jieta is in Guam for the 
Pacific Festival of Arts with the 150-strong 
RMI delegation. Representing the USP-spon-
sored jaki-ed (finely woven clothing mats) 
program, she is demonstrating Marshallese 
specialized weaving techniques. In the photo 
she is being interviewed by Guam media. On 
her return to Majuro after the festival, Susan 
will be teaching the USP-sponsored “train 
the trainers” for the jaki-ed program that 
starts next month. 
Photo: Tamara Greenstone Alefaio.

Weaving a story 
for Guam TV
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American fishing captains are asking RMI 
law enforcement officials to put an end to 
ongoing assaults and robberies in Majuro of 
crew members from US-flagged purse sein-
ers.

The navigator on a US-flagged purse sein-
er who was robbed at knife point in a Majuro 
taxi earlier this month and his captain filed a 
formal complaint with the Marshall Islands 
Police Department this week.

The Asian navigator from the US vessel 
FV Ocean Challenger was assaulted on May 
9 as he was riding in a taxi.

The crew member “was assaulted and 
robbed by knife point while traveling in a 
licensed Majuro taxi,” said Captain Mike 
Baker, who commands the FV Sea Trader, 
and last year reported similar assaults on 
crew members from two US purse seiners. 
“He was traveling back to Uliga Dock and 
transporting purchased provisions for the 
forthcoming fishing trip.

“This violent crime victimizing Asian 
crew aboard US flagged vessels follows the 
same pattern as the assaults and robberies 
reported to your office January 2015,” said 
Baker in an email to Police Commissioner 
George Lanwi Tuesday. The complaint was 
also shared with the RMI Attorney General’s 
office.

FV Ocean Challenger returned from a fish-
ing trip to Port Majuro recently, and Captain 
Mark Guidi and the victim are seeking jus-
tice for the assault.  

The Ministry of Health plan 
to conduct a screening of the 
entire population of Ebeye for 
tuberculosis (TB) could ex-
pand into a broader program to 
screen for leprosy and diabe-
tes, according to Health Minis-
ter Kalani Kaneko. 

He said the aim is to tackle 
the TB problem head on by 
screening and treating anyone 
who is positive by taking a na-

tionwide approach, with Ebeye 
Island launching the program. 
However, when Kaneko met 
with US Centers for Disease 
Control on the plan last month, 
their suggestion was to incor-
porate “screening for every-
thing,” he said. “The Ministry 
of Health is brainstorming on 
this (expanded screening pro-
posal),” he added.

Ebeye TB screening is esti-

mated to cost close to $300,000 
and US officials are support-
ive. “RMI is a gateway to the 
United States,” he said. “If we 
don’t treat (these problems) 
here, then they will have to be 
treated in the US.”

Doing the screening pro-
gram on Ebeye first will help 
prepare the ministry for con-
tinuing the process in Majuro 
and outer islands, he said.

Kaneko said the key ques-
tion for the Ministry of Health 
is, “are we ready to treat peo-
ple? If we find hundreds who 
are positive, are we ready to 
treat them?”

But, he added, he believes 
that if the funding can be iden-
tified, the ministry will be 
ready to get this health screen-
ing launched during the current 
fiscal year.

Taxi tag team 
robs sailors at 
knife point

Continued page 2

Nationwide health screening plan

The biggest graduation of 
the season is happening next 
week Thursday at Marshall 
Islands High School. Senior 
Kealynn Jorlang (pictured) 
will be among the 180 in this 
year’s MIHS graduating class. 
See graduation class photo, 
page 20. Other graduations 
this weekend and next week: 
Co-Op School Saturday 4pm; 
AHS Sunday 3pm; SDA Tues-
day 10am; Laura High School 
Wednesday 4pm; MCHS Fri-
day 10am; MBCA Friday 2pm.
Photo: Hilary Hosia.
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“I alert you to Captain Guidi’s intentions and supply you 
with the past information of ‘copy cat crimes’ involving 
violent robberies that incorporate the use of licensed Ma-
juro taxis in the hope that you can aid our USA crews in 
achieving justice, and help prevent future assaults to our 
crew during their procurement of supplies for forthcoming 
fishing trips,” Baker said to Lanwi.

Last year, several separate incidents involved assaults 
and robberies of four crew members from the FV Ocean 
Conquest and FV Ocean Expedition, both US-flagged fish-
ing boats that regularly use Majuro for transshipment of 
tuna. In last year’s incidents, a taxi driver worked with 
other local men to drive the victims to dark areas along the 
ocean side road between the courthouse and MIC where 
they assaulted and robbed crew members.

From page 1

Lions Club of the Marshall Islands is starting 
up a new year. If you are interested in joining 
stop by Majuro SuperMart’s deli this Thursday 
at 7pm for a quick meeting to get the officers 
nominated for the new 2016-2017 year. The Li-
ons are interested in providing FREE eyeglasses 
to all 3rd graders who have poor eyesight. Third 
grade was picked because this is when school 

work starts to get more difficult and reading 
the blackboard is a necessity. So come make a 
difference in our community. The dues are the 
highest on the island, but the ability to better the 
lives of the children here is priceless. Pictured 
(from left): Brett Schellhase, Dr. Alex Pinano, 
and newest Lion Chloe Knowling. Chloe is a 
teacher at Assumption. Photo: Akisi Lewatu.

Two of the three pharma-
cies on Majuro had pink eye 
medication in stock earlier this 
week.

Dr. Alex Pinano’s Majuro 
Clinic was the first to receive 
supplies a week ago Monday, 
but the deluge of demand from 
patients with pink eye wiped 
out his supply as of earlier 
this week. Because of high de-
mand, Pinano made another 
emergency purchase and was 
expecting shipment at the 
end of last week but nothing 
showed up. He’s hoping to re-
ceive medicines by this week.

In the meantime, both Me-
diSource and Majuro hospital 
pharmacy are stocked for pink 
eye prevention. “We are good 
on meds and we’re still receiv-
ing patients,” said MediSource 
owner Sandy Alfred.

Hospital officials said they 
received three shipments in 
the past week and now have 
plenty of pinkeye medicines 
on stock.

The El Nino-inspired drought, at least as far as Ma-
juro is concerned, appears to be history. With 10 inches 
of rainfall through Wednesday, Majuro has been blessed 
this month with an above normal level of rain for May. 
The monthly average for May is 9.86 inches, according 
to the Majuro Weather Service office.

It also exceeds US Weather forecaster’s benchmark 
of eight inches, which has been determined to be the 
amount needed each month to maintain Majuro reser-
voir levels.

After dipping as low as 13 million gallons the first 
week of May, the airport reservoirs have nearly doubled 
their water supply to over 25 million gallons as of ear-
lier this week.

Two Majuro men were charged with 
aggravated assaults for what appeared to 
be related to relationship problems with 
girlfriends of wives.

In the first, Taaka Tiem, 22, is facing 
aggravated assault, assault with a dan-
gerous weapon, and assault charges for 
allegedly attacking Wilbur Anien, 26, 
causing him serious injury as well as 
breaking the windshield of his vehicle. 
The two-part assault — first on the vehi-
cle and soon after on Anien’s person — 
is said to have developed over an issue 
involving Tiem’s girlfriend. The incident 
is reported to have happened on March 
6 at Peace Park. Police said Tiem broke 
a glass vodka bottle over Anien’s head 
and then repeatedly slashed him with 
the broken glass. Anien was knocked 
unconscious and later transported to 
Majuro hospital’s emergency room for 
treatment.

The charges were filed by Assistant 
Attorney General Falai Taafaki Mon-
day and High Court Chief Justice Carl 
Ingram held an initial hearing Tuesday. 
Tiem, through his attorney Chief Public 
Defender Russell Kun, waived a prelim-
inary hearing and pleaded not guilty to 
the charges. Ingram set the trial for No-
vember 15 and released Tiem on his own 
recognizance with the provisos that he 
turn in his passport, not consume alcohol 
and be a law-abiding citizen.

In the second case, also filed Monday 
by Taafaki, Atera Nataia, 32, is facing 
aggravated assault, assault with a dan-
gerous weapon and assault charges for 
allegedly attacking a 37-year-old woman 
with a pick axe, causing a deep wound in 
her knee that required hospital treatment. 
The incident occurred on March 1.

Nataia is represented by Kun, and 
both waived a preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty to the changes. Ingram 
scheduled a trial for November 11. He 
released Nataia on his own recognizance 
with the provisos that he turn in his pass-
port, not consume alcohol and be a law-
abiding citizen.

What happens when you place many 
high-projectile individuals into one 
group? High projection! That is exact-
ly the case during the selection of the 
new officers for the Marshall Islands 
Basketball Federation last Thursday at 
the Bokanake hut at Robert Reimers 
Enterprises.

The meet was by far the shortest of-
ficial forum witnessed by Journal re-
porters: started on time and on point.

The end result: Majuro Senator Sher-
wood Tibon was named President for 
the Federation while Deborah Shon-
iber was re-elected as the Secretary 

General. The rest of the seven-member 
board: Senior Vice President Joseph 
Bigler, Vice President for Women’s 
Development Lucyann Peter, Treasur-
er Melu Wase, and Members at Large 
Alber Alik and Robert Pinho. 

Attendees had to pay a $5 member-
ship fee prior to casting their votes. 
The nominees all won by unanimous 
decision.

The new officers immediately con-
vened shortly after the election to tack-
le major events ahead like this year’s 
upcoming 16th Ralik Ratak Shootout 
tournament.

Two Majuro men face 
series of assault charges

Captains angry at 
repeated attacks

Join the team that makes a difference

May rain back 
to normal levels

Sherwood, Deborah lead 
the basketball federation

Pink eye 
medicine 
available at 
pharmacies
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At a memorial for Anicia A. “Neshi” 
Cristobal late last month at CMI, a testi-
monial was given by GED teacher Agatha 
Rollis who had a dream of Neshi a week 
before. Neshi had left last June for a gener-
al check up in the Philippines where it was 
discovered she had stage three cancer. Af-
ter chemotherapy she celebrated her 50th 
birthday in December, but her health went 
downhill afterwards. She passed away in 
late April.

Agatha delivered her eulogy about Ani-

cia at the CMI memorial event, and then 
sat down apparently because she herself 
was experiencing a health problem. Willy 
Cristobal noticed Agatha was having trou-
ble and asked for someone to call the am-
bulance. 

The ambulance, unfortunately, was out 
on the road. Friends at the CMI memo-
rial helped her out of the CMI Old Library 
room and into a car, which rushed her to 
the hospital. She died a short time later at 
the hospital.

An article in last week’s edition stated 
that MIMRA had not sold 30 fishing days 
for 2015. 

The correct number unsold was 22 
days, not 30. Last week’s Journal article 
used information provided to us by a 
government official.

Oregon Governor Kate 
Brown signed into law this 
week new legislation that will 
provide citizens of the freely 
associated states living in Or-

egon health care coverage.  The 
legislation was approved by the 
Oregon State Legislature ear-
lier this year. Marshallese and 
Micronesians resident in Or-

egon were on hand at the state 
capital for the signing ceremony 
Wednesday. 

The health care provisions go 
into effect in January 2017.

ISAAC MARTY
A $500 check was donated by the Mar-

shall Islands Law Society (MILS) to the 
Radiation Exposure Awareness Crusaders 
of Humanity – Marshall Islands (REACH-
MI) last Friday. MILS President Witten 
Philippo said they are supporting REACH-
MI on its worthwhile objectives to promote 
awareness about the nuclear testing legacy 
in the RMI on their 2017 tour to the United 
States. 

“The problem in the US is that the gov-
ernment people who knew and understand 
very well about the nuclear testing have 
either passed away or moved from their 
posts and so this is good awareness for the 
government and the communities,” he said.

MILS was established in November 
2008. It was previously known as The 
Marshall Islands Bar Association. MILS is 
a voluntary group and has over 20 mem-
bers.

REACH-MI President Rosania Bennett 
confirmed that they are expecting to tour all 
50 US states to raise awareness on nuclear 
testing and the RMI’s legacy. In prepara-
tion to the tour, REACH-MI will partici-
pate in a US-RMI Nuclear Summit in Sa-
lem, Oregon on May 28. Dr. Holly Barker 
of the University of Washington (who had 
been working with the RMI for a number 
of years in the past) will be the summit’s 
key speaker. REACH-MI members Des-
mond Doulatram and Valerie Ysawa will 
participate in the summit.

Meanwhile, another REACH-MI mem-
ber Lani Kramer departed Majuro last Fri-
day for a Humanitarian Summit in Turkey.

REACH-MI was established last year 
and since then has been engaging in a 
number of activities. “Our obligations are 
escalating,” said Bennett. “And it matters 
because it is a good cause for our country.”

The Traditional Rights Court issued an opinion 
recently in a high-profile land dispute involving 
the Muller family and local attorney James Mc-
Caffrey.

The TRC confirmed that Helena Myazoe is 
older than Charles Muller and therefore she is the 
rightful alap (clan head) for Kemman Island and 
not Charles Muller. This declaration was based on 
the Muller family tree. TRC also confirmed that 
Lawrence Kumtak is the senior dri-jerbal (senior 
commoner) and not Charles Muller.

Helena, who is now deceased, and her relatives 
filed suit against Aelon Kemman, LLC, James 
McCaffrey and the Estate of Charles Muller.

TRC explained that Kemman Island in Majuro 
Atoll belongs to the “bwij,” the whole family. In 
the bwij, the eldest woman in the family tree holds 
the alap title, and eldest man in the family tree is 
the senior dri-jerbal. An alap will hold the title 

regardless of age or health, until he or she dies. 
“Bwij” land cannot be given away by any indi-
vidual without the approval of the whole bwij, as 
Charles Muller did in signing a lease with Kem-
man Island LLC and James McCaffrey for use of 
the island, said the TRC. Charles could only re-
ceive the “Manmaronron” title if the alap grants it 
in order to carry out the wishes of the alap.

The titles of alap and senior dri-jerbal can be 
given to an adopted child if members of the bwij 
allow it and do not contest it.

The TRC also disagreed that Harry Ueno — 
who intervened in this land dispute — should 
hold the “iroijedrik” title over Terren weto and 
Lajaurok weto.

The opinion was issued by Presiding Judge 
Walter Elbon and Judges Nixon David and Grace 
Leban. It followed a series of hearings held at Ma-
juro courthouse from January 19 to 25.

HILARY HOSIA
A taxi driver went above 

and beyond his normal duty 
to prevent a possible as-
sault from taking place last 
Saturday night at Jenrok 
across the Jeramon store.

The driver was dropping 
off two female passengers 
around 9pm he had picked 
up from town when all of 
a sudden two drunks ap-
peared and grabbed the 
girls’ hair and started to 
pull them away from the 
parked taxi.

“The scene looked like 
those kidnapping scenes,” 
the driver told the Journal. 
“One of the girls ran to-
wards Uliga while her as-
sailant ran behind her. The 
other girl jumped back in-
side the shotgun seat and 
grabbed onto the clutch 
screaming, “please help 
me!”

“As I got out of the car, 
I heard the assailant yelling 
“what are you getting off 
for huh?” the driver said. 
“The guy circled around 
the car and came towards 
me. 

“I landed punch straight 
on his forehead and down 
he went. The other guy saw 
me attacking his friend so 
he started to charge towards 
me. I grabbed him and 
slammed him on the street. 
Throughout the whole 
commotion, the neighbors 
had already called the po-
lice. 

“One of the assailants 
took off while I restrained 
the other on the ground. 
Cops came and thanked me 
for being more than a taxi 
driver.”

Attorneys group backs 
nuclear activist team

Taxi 
driver 
saves two 
women

Memorial for Neshi and 
fond farewell to Agatha

Correction Healthcare change in Oregon

Ruling in favor of Helena

At the donation handover, from left: Jack Jorbon, Meuton Laiden, Claire Loeak, 
Cutty Wase, Witten Philippo, Rosania Bennett, Marcus Bennett, Anram Chichi 

Kemem. Photo: Isaac Marty.
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President Hilda Heine and First 
Gentleman Tommy Kijiner, Jr., left 
Majuro earlier this month with a del-
egation to attend the inauguration 
of Republic of China/Taiwan’s first 
woman President, Tsai Ing-wen.

The RMI delegations visited Tai-
wan from May 16 to 21. President 
Heine and delegation also partici-
pated in bilateral meetings and other 
events while in Taiwan.

After the Taiwan visit, President 

Heine was on Guam on May 22, 
where she was the guest speaker at 
the University of Guam’s graduation 
ceremony. During the brief visit to 
Guam, President Heine also visited 
with the RMI’s delegation to the 12th 
Festival of Pacific Arts scheduled 
from May 22 to June 4.

Accompanying the President on 
this trip was RMI Foreign Minister 
John Silk and his wife Mary, Mar-
shall Islands Mayors Ione deBrum of 

Ebon, Rufina Jack of Ailuk and Ve-
ronica Wase of Likiep, Consul Neijon 
Edwards of RMI Honolulu Consulate, 
Chris deBrum, Chief of Staff of the 
President’s Office, and Evelyn Lanki, 
protocol officer for the Office of the 
President.

The delegation returned to the Re-
public on May 23, in time for Presi-
dent Heine to deliver her remarks at 
the College of the Marshall Islands’ 
graduation Tuesday afternoon.

Minister-in-Assistance 
to the President Mattlan 
Zackhras joined global  
leaders at the first-ever 
World Humanitarian Sum-
mit where the region’s ex-
periences in responding to 
disasters and climate change 
will be high on the agenda. 
The Summit is set to take 
place from May 23-24 in Is-
tanbul, Turkey. 

Almost 200 humanitarian 
partners from across the Pa-
cific will be attending. 

A total of 15 Pacific gov-
ernments have signaled 
their commitment to send high level 
delegations to Turkey including heads 
of government from Fiji, Tuvalu, the 
Cook Islands, Nauru and Vanuatu. 

“With 6,000 people coming togeth-
er, the World Humanitarian Summit is 
a once in a lifetime opportunity for the 
Pacific to help re-shape the humani-
tarian system. It is encouraging to see 
such a high level of regional represen-
tation in Istanbul and this reflects the 
importance of these issues to Pacific 
islanders and their governments,” said 
Sune Gudnitz, Head of the Pacific UN 
Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs. 

“The Pacific is leading the way in 
forging new approaches to disaster 
preparedness and response, maximiz-
ing local capacities and prioritizing 
long-term resilience building. 

The Pacific has vast first-hand ex-
perience to share in terms of apply-
ing these approaches to the all-too-
frequent disasters which impact on the 
region and I know these insights will 
be well received in this global forum,” 
Gudnitz said.

“Recent disasters such as Cyclone 

Winston have been a stark reminder 
of the kind of intense weather events 
we are likely to see more of as a result 
of climate change. Now is the time 
for the region to prepare for the hu-
manitarian impacts of these changes, 
including the risk of climate change-
induced displacement,” Gudnitz said.

Island leaders in Turkey 
for Humanitarian Summit

Presidential meeting high 
point of ROC, Guam tour

Minister John 
Silk, First Gen-
tleman Tommy 
Kijiner, Jr., and 
President Hilda 
Heine give Tai-
wan’s President 
Tsai Ing-wen 
a handicraft 
depicting the 
friendship 
between the 
two countries.

Minister-in-Assistance Mattlan Zackhras discusses further 
cooperation for drought recovery with New Zealand Foreign 
Minister Murray McCully in Instanbul. Below, the Marshall 

Islands delegation.
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Abu Dhabi’s Masdar renewable energy 
company has completed five new solar and 
wind projects in Pacific island nations as 
part of the UAE-Pacific Partnership Fund 
(UAE-PPF), helping the countries save 
more than $1 million in diesel fuel imports.

Majuro is one of the five.
The projects signify the completion of 

the second cycle of the UAE-PPF, a $50 
million initiative that finances renewable 
energy projects across the Pacific. This 
is done using grants from the Abu Dhabi 
Fund for Development (ADFD), with the 
projects delivered by Masdar in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation.

“A core part of our mission is to help 
countries achieve sustainable develop-
ment,” said Mohammed Al Suwaidi, the 
director general of the ADFD. “In the Pa-
cific islands, securing a stable and efficient 
supply of clean energy is a critical pillar of 
each nation’s growth strategy.”

The International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA) said the fund helped the 
islands pursue diversified energy strate-
gies. 

“The falling cost of renewable energy 
offers an opportunity for islands to rethink 

their energy strategies and implement 
programs that create jobs and economic 
opportunity, all while delivering more re-
liable electricity services,” said Adnan 
Amin, IRENA’s director general. 

The latest projects include a 600 kilowatt 
solar photovoltaic (PV) plant in the Mar-
shall Islands, a one MW solar PV plant in 
the Solomon Islands, a 500 kilowatt solar 
PV plant in Nauru, and a 600kW solar PV 
plant in Federated States of Micronesia. 

The solar array in RMI is located around 
Majuro’s airport reservoirs, where hun-
dreds of solar panels have been installed 
and linked into the Marshalls Energy 
Company’s power distribution grid. Palau, 
which consists of 250 islands, had three 
projects including two solar-diesel hybrid 
plants totaling 450 kilowatts as well as 1.7 
kilowatts in solar home systems installed 
across 100 residences.  “Each project was 
highly customized to the needs of the local 
community, reflecting Masdar’s core belief 
that renewable projects must be innovative 
– and in some cases multipurpose – and de-
veloped through strong collaboration with 
local counterparts,” said Mohamed Al Ra-
mahi, Masdar’s chief executive.

Abu Dhabi’s gift of power

A new book about the politics of the 
Pacific includes a chapter about the 
Marshall Islands’ government, politics, 
parties, elections and international rela-
tions.

The book also includes chapters about 
the FSM and Palau, as well as about ter-
ritories linked with the United States, 
including Guam, the Northern Marianas 
and American Samoa as well as the rest 
of the Pacific.

Pacific Ways, just published, contains 
an up-to-date chapter, including results 
of January 2016 parliamentary votes 
bringing Dr. Hilda Heine to power as the 
country’s first woman president. 

The chapter was written by David W. 
Kupferman of the University of Hawaii.

Edited by Victoria University of Wel-
lington’s Professor Stephen Levine, the 
book includes contributions from Pacific 
scholars from across the region. 

The book covers all regions – Poly-
nesia, Melanesia and Micronesia – and 
all countries, irrespective of their size or 
political status. 

The contents mirror the diversity of 
the Pacific, with chapters about an array 
of island nations whose politics receive 
relatively little media or scholarly atten-
tion. An earlier version was published in 
2009. 

This second edition has been written 
by an almost entirely new team of au-
thors, offering their own perspectives on 
the Pacific’s problems and prospects. 

New book covers Pacific 
politics and global relations

Ailinglaplap Senator Christopher Loeak, 
who chairs the Pre-Constitutional Conven-
tion committee, and the members of the 
committee met with the President Hilda 
Heine and the Cabinet earlier this month to 
update them on plans for the Constitutional 
Convention. 

October 11 has been set as the date for 
an election to select representatives to the 
Con-Con.

Key dates leading up to the Con-Con in-
clude:

• July 15 – Filing of nomination opens
• August 15 – Closing of nominations
• October 11 – Election of Con-Con 

members
• November 11 – Declaration of mem-

bers of Con-Con
• December 11 — Official announce-

ment of delegates. 
The convention is proposed to be held 

one month after the election, but the Con-
Con committee is proposing this be de-
layed to 60 days after the vote.

Chairman Loeak highlighted other is-
sues, including the consideration of 12 Iroij 
representatives to be decided by consensus 
of the Iroij domain, raise the sitting allow-
ance of Con-Con members from $75 per 
sitting day to $100, increase the 30 sitting 
days for Con-Con to 60, allocate $100,000 
for the Pre-Con-Con Committee for prepa-
ration for the Con-Con, to increase from 
30 to 60 days the time period between the 
election and the holding of the Con-Con 
itself, and to provide in the Act a provi-
sion for hiring of government employees 
to get leave with pay to assist the work of 
the Con-Con.

The timetable for holding the Con-Con 
is still under consideration, according the 
Cabinet.

Loeak: Con-con issues 
include lifting sitting fees

Workers put the finishing touches to the Abu Dhabi-sponsored 
solar project near the airport. Photos: Hilary Hosia
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The RMI Riddle No. 609: Sponsored by CopyMasters

Answers to Riddle No. 608

Note: (abb.) = abbreviation
(3,4) = indicates the number 
of letters in words. 

ACROSS
1. Word above!
5. Dwell.
9. Doll or ball. 
11. US musician Frank Zappa 
wrote: “You can’t be a Real 
Country unless you have A 
BEER and an -------. It helps 
if you have some kind of a 
football team, or some nuclear 
weapons, but at the very least 
you need a BEER.”
12. Refuge.
13. Relatives.
14. Rhyming ‘stories’.
16. Found on each side of 
your face.
18. Bread element.
21. Say no to trash!
22. Savory fruits.
23. Bit of an act.
26. Grew old.
29. Right, acute, or obtuse.
32. Cleaning up text.
33. Matt Zackhras’ home.
34. Finders of food.
35. Adam’s beau.
36. On the job trainee.
37. Skin eruptions.
DOWN
2. Sphere.
3. Sad vegetables.
4. Church point.
5. Mollusks.
6. Cheddar or parmesan.

7. Ceramic bowl ‘builder’.
8. Travel document.
10. Majuro’s mate.
15. Computer’s mate.
17. Foreigner.
18. Aet.
19. Fraction of a foot.
20. *
24. Fowl.
25. Nor’s mate.
27. European.
28. USP student’s goal.
29. Representatives.
30. Mourn.
31. Rifle and pistol.  

Need a pen to do the puzzle? 
Buy your stationery needs at:

The RMI government’s fiscal year 2014 
audit contains a wealth of financial data on 
government. Among the information con-
tained in the 2014 audit:

• MIMRA, which owns a 49 percent share 
in a joint venture fishing boat with Koo’s 
Fishing Company, earned $1,150,490 from 
the vessel in FY2014.

• MIMRA holds about 15 percent of 
NTA’s stocks, totaling $980,000.

• The RMI government listed a $552,960 
loss for MV Langdrik, which at the time of 
audit was “sitting idle.” It also recorded an 
“impairment loss” of $2.5 million for the 
capital building, “which is currently in a 
state of disrepair.”

• The RMI government wrote off a multi-
million dollar loss as a “special item” rep-
resenting nearly $2.4 million spent for de-
sign work on a new Majuro hospital before 
the contract was terminated.

• The RMI government owed govern-
ment workers nearly $10.8 million for ac-
cumulated unused sick leave.

• The RMI purchased Ann’s Palace for 

$1.5 million in 2013 with a downpayment 
of $300,000 and quarterly installments of 
$100,000 due. As of September 30, 2014, 
it still owed $800,000.

• The RMI bought the Long Island Hotel 
for $3.8 million in 2014 so the hotel could 
be used by the University of the South Pa-
cific. The purchase required a downpay-
ment of $2 million. The balance due, $1.8 
million, was paid in full in 2015.

• A savings account held $62,589 as col-
lateral for an RMI government credit card.

• During the fiscal year, the RMI gov-
ernment appropriated $949,567 to pay for 
leases with various landowners.

• As of September 30, 2014, Air Mar-
shall Islands was delinquent in social se-
curity payments for its employees totaling 
$1.2 million. 

This followed a 2012 High Court ruling 
ordering AMI to pay MISSA $1.4 million 
for delinquent employee and employer so-
cial security taxes. 

In August 2014, AMI agreed to buy a 
Dornier 228 plane for $2.1 million.

Loans owed by the Gov-
ernment of the Marshall 
Islands and its agencies 
amounted to over $100 
million, according to the 
FY2014 RMI government 
audit.

• The RMI owed loan 
principal and interest to 
the Asian Development 
Bank totaling $69.9 million 
due in annual increments 
through 2037. The FY2015 
loan repayment to ADB 
was $3.4 million.

• Marshalls Energy Com-
pany owed $6.5 million to 
the US Federal Financing 
Bank through the Rural 
Utilities Service with pay-
back to be completed by 

Tasty tid-bits in 
government audit

RMI and agencies owe 
over $100m in debt

2021.
• Marshall Islands De-

velopment Bank had three 
separate loans (from 2012 
and 2013), two for fund-
ing housing construction 
and one for Air Marshall 
Islands. The three totaled 
almost $4 million.

• The National Telecom-
munications Authority 
owed Rural Utilities Ser-
vice $27.3 million.

• RMI Ports Authority 
had two bank loans (2012 
and 2013) to support capi-
tal improvement projects, 
with total amount due of 
nearly $1.4 million through 
2019.

• Majuro Atoll Waste 

Company owed $93,561 
for a $120,000 bank loan 
taken out in 2013 to fund 
various operating expenses. 
The loan is scheduled to be 
paid off in 2017.

• Tobolar Copra Pro-
cessing Authority took 
out a bank loan in 2013 
of $300,000 to fund capi-
tal improvements and was 
scheduled to pay off a total 
of $470,000 by 2029.

The FY2014 audit 
showed that RMI govern-
ment paid nearly $2.5 mil-
lion for its loans from ADB 
in 2014, which reduced its 
debt to ADB from $64.7 
million in 2013 to $62.2 
million in 2014. 

Berley Keim-
bar takes his 
turn on the 
new College 
of the Mar-
shall Islands 
pool table in 
the student 
rec room. 

Photo: 
Isaac Marty

Pool 
makes 
a splash 
at CMI



The Marshall Islands Journal —    Friday, May 27, 2016        9   



10  Friday, May 27, 2016 — The Marshall Islands Journal   
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He had a unique title for his be-
ing a man of rather low stature in 
his community. After all, being “an 
Iroij”, some of the islanders were at 
a loss as to how to greet him.

Should it be, ‘Hi, Iroij!’ or ‘Hi Iroi-
jlaplap.’ Or possibly just ‘Hi Iroijer-
ik’?

It turned out that this guy was 
so unique that a wise guy from the 
community came up with a label 
that just about everyone accepted: 
they called him ‘Iroijiolap’, and ex-
plained his uniqueness (in hushed 
tones, so they wouldn’t be accused 
of playing loose with royal titles) as 
not so much good or bad with ref-
erence to iolap-ness but rather to 
make sure that it wouldn’t get men-
tioned on facebook as impinging 
on the reputation of well-liked eriks 
and laplaps. 

You see, we hope, this guy was 
a pretender to be an Iroij and actu-
ally got some people around town 

believing he was a member of the 
Council of Iroij when he wasn’t 
even aware of where the Council of 
Iroij was located. Suffice to say, this 
iolap (or middling if you prefer) was 
a real shyster and the kind of guy 
who wouldn’t be invited to an induc-
tion ceremony to swear him in as a 
low ranked rijerbal. “Or alab,” com-
mented one gray-haired oldster 
over a cuppa down by the bowling 
alley.

You see, this Iroijiolap was a con-
summate liar, a cheater at jekup, 
a show-off and general scoundrel. 
And, as if this wasn’t enough, he 
had bad breath and exhaled his fet-
id wind into the face of whomever 
happened to be available, trying to 
intimidate and things like that. As a 
matter of fact, it was his penchant 
toward intimidation that brought 
him into this story of malfeasance 
featuring a really nice guy who also 
shared the same community as 

Iroijlaplap Wexley, the antagonist 
of this piece.

The nice guy, Thomas, was 
mainly shy and could often be seen 
lagging behind someone else. Al-
ways alone, it was as though he 
shunned intercourse. And it was 
this trait that brought out the gen-
eral niceness of the people in their 
little gatherings. One or another 
of the people would see Thomas 
coming along the walkway and call 
out, “Hey! Thomas! Whyun’t join 
us, have a chat!”

And Thomas would more often 
than not reply, “Oh, that’s o.k., I’m 
alright.” And damned if he didn’t 
look alright, just as pleasant as 
could be with a weak smile appar-
ent as he mumbled, “I’m just keep-
ing an eye out for good things, like 
maybe find a quarter on the road, or 
maybe run across a friendly dog to 
pet, or maybe a piece of discarded 
candy wrapped up protectively in 

A reader of the Journal wrote us a 
note recently lamenting the fact that 
while she appreciated the ‘ques-
tion’ format, she had her own idea 
of an item for weekly insertion to 
accompany our usual question fea-
ture. “Like what?” we asked, feeling 
confident that she would be stymied. 
But we were wrong. She did have a 
good idea. She suggested we start a 
“Danger of the week” column and be-
gin with a photo of what drivers see 
when they come to an intersection. 
“Do you know what it is?” she asked. 
Stumped, we resorted to humble si-
lence. “Nothing!” she shouted after a 
brief delay. Then she explained that 
what she would like to see are before 
and after photos of intersections such 
as the one at Kirt Pinhos, of even Pay-
less where you can’t see on to main-
road traffic if a car or truck is parked 
in Payless’s corner stall. “Bang!” we 
shouted, spooking the woman’s com-
placency. “Why you do that?” she 
asked. “To pretend there was an ac-
cident. Pretty smart, eh?” Meantime 
readers drive slowly and think about 
doing away with dangerous intersec-
tions. They scare everyone. 

These past couple of weeks, 
seemingly just about everyone in 
government was off-island. What 
with the Pacific Festival of Arts on 
Guam, Presidential inauguration 
in Taiwan, Global Humanitarian 
Summit in Turkey, World Health 

Organization annual meeting in 
Geneva everyone who was any-
one had a ticket and per diem, and 
were out the door. 

One hundred and fifty RMI reps 
are in Guam, the President had 
an entourage to Taiwan, a dozen 

or so in Istanbul, and a handful of 
reps in Switzerland…this doesn’t 
include those dispatched to rep 
the RMI government in Spring-
dale, Oregon and other locations 
celebrating Constitution Day this 
weekend. Let the good times roll!

‘Australia especially and New 
Zealand keep trying to shove 
PACER (Pacific Agreement on 
Closer Economic Relations) 
down our throats. 

The Majuro Chamber of Com-
merce studied it and has taken 
the position that PACER is NOT 
in the RMI’s best interest. PAC-
ER is beneficial to Australia and 
New Zealand especially if they 

get the South Pacific Forum 
countries on board, but not for 
us north of the equator. 

Australia funds the consul-
tant at R&D who is relentless in 
pushing PACER.’

—Member of local private sec-
tor commenting on recent story 
in the Journal headlined: “Pri-
vate sector presence lacking at 
PACER talks”

Difficulties of being     culturally correct

Hundreds fly off on junkets

Danger 
of the 
week !

PACER point

In an effort to help out the PO with its rodent 
problem, an enterprising PO customer popped 

this baby into his box with chocolate as bait. No 
bites. Maybe the rats are already sated from eat-
ing all the boxes of macadamia nuts mailed in.
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a piece of wax paper. Good things 
like that.”

Well, Thomas’ talking like this 
made people snigger behind his 
back. Townspeople would ruminate 
on Thomas being an incredible op-
timist. “He sees nothing but good 
everywhere. In a way he makes me 
happy,” commented one guy.

So, it was only a matter of time 
before Thomas and Iroijlaplap 
Wexley crossed each other on the 
road. Thomas saw the Iroij coming 
his way and, in a reflex, bowed his 
head a discrete centimeter or two to 
exhibit respect while he slackened 
his pace. 

It was like he didn’t want to raise 
dust that might bother the ap-
proaching royal pretender.

On this day of potential infamy, 
things didn’t go well for Thomas. As 
the pseudo iroij approached, Thom-
as unfortunately spewed a half-
mouthful of sputum right there on 

the ground in front of Iroij Wexley. 
“What!” declared Wexley with an 

exclamation mark at the end of his 
interrogative.

“Oh, oh!” exclaimed Thomas, “I 
am sooo sorrowful Iroij!’ But don’t 
worry for I will see to it my spitting 
is removed. I’ll get a broom and 
dustpan.”

“Broom and dustpan, like hell, 
said Wexley, No! By the Lord you 
will get down on your knees and 
lap the sputum up from the road 
and swallow it while I stand here. 
You have insulted me beyond nor-
mal expectations!”

At this, Thomas did as he was 
bidden and immediately went to 
his knees and slurped up the sticky 
ball of spit warming on the after-
noon heat of the road. “Now swal-
low,” commanded the ill-tempered 
Iroijlaplap.

“Gulp.” went Thomas obediently. 
Then Wexley continued on his way, 

apparently appeased.
All of this was witnessed by a 

cadre of coffee drinkers. They were 
ashamed of Wexley’s behavior, 
and at the same time sorry for the 
ri-jerbal. 

“Thomas,” one of the men said 
in a soft voice, “You didn’t have to 
remove the spit just because Wex-
ley ordered you. You could have 
simply refused. There is no need 
for you to do something simply be-
cause he orders you.”

“Yes, I know,” said Thomas, “But 
I believe all things are good. His 
telling me to lap up the sputum 
from the road must be a good thing 
for the Lord has permitted it. I am 
happy.

“You mean to tell me you find 
happiness in slurping up a ball of 
spit from the hot road?” he was 
asked.

“Oh, most assuredly. Especially 
since it was my own spit.”

The FSM was paid what can 
only be termed a significant mile-
stone visit in relations between 
the Nordic countries of northern 
Europe: In April, according to Kas-
elehlie Press, Sweden’s Foreign 
Minister, Margot Wallstrom, paid 
a singularly noteworthy visit to 
Pohnpei in an aircraft solely des-
ignated for the bi-lateral visit. 

The two-day visit to FSM was 
ostensibly aimed at obtaining 
FSM’s vote to help Sweden get a 

seat on the UN’s Security Coun-
cil. Wallstrom, however touched 
bases on bi-lateral cooperation on 
issues such as climate change, 
effect of rising sea levels, human 
rights and undeniably a huge ef-
fort to confront the status of femi-
nism. 

The portion of time spent in con-
versation with FSM’s Lorin Rob-
ert during the two day visit was 
focused on the issue of feminine 
issues, seeing the goal of gender 

equality as a paramount objective. 
In a startlingly frank comment, 

a Swedish government website 
was quoted as describing Sweden 
as the world’s first feminist gov-
ernment, explaining that input by 
women is necessary to guarantee 
a permanent status of improving 
conditions toward gender equality 
worldwide. Foreign Minister Wall-
strom left 

Pohnpei headed for a stop over 
in Palau, according to KP. 

‘Very clever. They fixed most of the 
potholes from the airport to my house 
in Ajeltake, so I stopped complaining. 
I assumed they had fixed the road all 
the way to Laura. Then the other day 
I go to drive to Laura, the roads are a 
total mess, really bad. It just goes to 
show you that when no one complains 
NOTHING gets done.’

—Ajeltake resident Jack Niedenthal.

Don (the Rid-
dler from Down 
Under), Rebecca 
Lathrop,  Mailon 
Kilon, Team Stur-
divant, Bonny 

Taggart, Almina Angelito, and 
Tess Cristobal all turned in per-
fect puzzles this week so their 
names will go into the hat for the 
May Flame Tree Pizza, which 
will be drawn next week.

To join the competition, fill in 
the crossword on page eight 
and get it to the Journal by 5pm 
Tuesday. Good luck!

Difficulties of being     culturally correct

With the filing of two crimi-
nal cases in the High Court this 
week, the RMI Attorney Gen-
eral’s office has for the first time 
this year got more criminal cases 
filed (six) than months to date.

No women, no progress

Milestone

Winners of 
Stardom 
4 Wisdom

Pothole 
pandemic

Kylie Moloney and 
Ingrid Ahlgren spent 

a week digitizing 
the Journal’s collec-
tion of newspapers 
from the 1960s to 

the 1980s — most of 
which exist nowhere 
else on the planet — 
as part of a Pacific 

Manuscripts Bureau, 
Australian National 

University-sponsored 
project. 

Photo: Hilary Hosia.



12  Friday, May 27, 2016 — The Marshall Islands Journal   

OpiNiON pAge Send letters to PO Box 14, Majuro, MH 96960 or email journal@ntamar.net

Editor ................................................Giff Johnson
Production/Advertising .............. Brett Schellhase
Production Assistant.......................... Darrel Jelke
Advertising ............................... Helchyina Anitok
Advertising ...................................... Darren Lanki
Reporter/Photographer ...................... Isaac Marty
Reporter/Photographer .....................Hilary Hosia 
Font Analyst ...............................Karen Earnshaw

Basic Advertising Rates are for display ads, camera ready 
copy: $5.85 per column inch. All material must be received by 
12:00 noon Monday for that Friday’s paper. (5:00 pm Friday 
the week prior to publication for full page ads). ALL ADS rE-

CeIveD AFTeR DeADLINe ARe SUBJeCT TO LATe 
CHARGeS. Letters to the editor may be edited or cut. Please 
mail your letters to the address below, fax them to (692) 625-
3136, or email them to marshallislandsjournal@gmail.com.
The Marshall Islands Journal is a once a week publication 
of the Micronitor News & Printing Company. It has been 
the newspaper of record for the Marshall Islands since 1970. 
Subscription rates are $87.00 per year for the print edition 
sent U.S. first class mail to U.S. domestic mail zones ($50.00/6 
months) and $227.00 per year for international airmail. The 
digital version sent by email is $52.00 per year. Please make 
checks payable to: Micronitor News & Printing Company, 
P.O. Box 14, Majuro, Marshall Islands MH 96960.

The Marshall Islands Journal
Phone: (692) 625-8143/6 • email: marshallislandsjournal@gmail.com • www.marshallislandsjournal.com

Confronted with an impending collapse of money 
availability to pay benefits for beneficiaries of the RMI 
Social Security system has set the program’s adminis-
tration in a dither. Several “austerity” measures have 
been suggested and although they are ugly choices, they 
must be considered, weighed, and tested. A primary fact 
regarding Social Security is that the program is basically 
a ‘ponzi’ scheme, and it is thus even though the intentions 
of the program are meritorious and well meaning. Un-
fortunately, good intentions have as many pitfalls as bad 
intentions. Necessarily we must look outside the box that 
has so far been coloring reaction to the fact the system 
is fast submerging into bankruptcy. A list of suggestions 
currently being addressed, as possible solutions to Social 
Securities’ dilemna are 1. Decrease benefits; 2. Increase 
age requirement for qualifying beneficiaries; 3. Close 
out loopholes; Legislate funds from Nitijela; 4. Increase 
taxes. These measures are fine as far as they go and do 
deserve consideration. However there are additional op-
tions not yet on the table, measures such as creation of a 
land tax. What about MISSA’s involvment in the national 
health plan? Is it a cost or a profit center? Supplemen-
tal health, a benefit or a liability? The point here is that 
additional thought ought to be given to first, identify 
options and two, determine realistically the answer to the 
question: can we afford social security?

A number of savvy individuals who deal regularly with 
Washington have learned over the years that when the US 
Congress or a government agency puts some money on 
the table, take it, and don’t be shy to turn up the follow-
ing year to ask for more (or what you really need).

A bird in the hand is worth more than two in the bush 
is the old axiom that supports this theory of dealing with 
Washington largesse.

The Marshall Islands government is hoping that two in 
the bush, in the form of water projects possibly funded 
by Japan, will be an improvement over one in the hand 
(a USDA government matching grant). In the mix is the 
undisputed fact that over the past few years, the govern-
ment’s infrastructure program has been bottlenecked, 
with millions of dollars in US construction money tied 
up, possible Japan-supported projects going nowhere, 
etc. All this has negatively impacted the RMI economy 
because construction projects have not been going out to 
the private sector, more workers have not been hired, and 
tax revenue that would result has not materialized.

We can’t fault Minister of Public Works Tony Muller 
and the government for moving to get its infrastructure 
construction program sorted out, setting priorities, and 
deciding which projects to ask which donors to fund. 

Nevertheless, we hope the government can look at 
ways to either maintain the recently approved USDA 
grant funding for sewer and water improvements in 
Majuro or alternatively smooth relations with the US 
agency so future funding is not affected. The USDA 
funding — which came with a $1 million matching grant 
requirement — was a bird in hand and would likely have 
led to a faster response to the serious problem with sew-
age outfall in Majuro. The Japanese may ultimately fund 
water improvements in Majuro, but it will require more 
attention to detail than the RMI side has evidenced lately 
to close the deal with Japan.

Hope springs eternal.

Tom Armbruster was scheduled to 
depart Majuro Wednesday this week, 
his last day as the US government’s 
ambassador to the RMI.

New Ambassador Karen Stew-
art was confirmed by the US Senate 
last week, which green lighted Arm-
bruster to make reservations and go 
“wheels up” as he heads to San Anto-
nio, Texas to join his wife Kathy, who 
left several months ago.

“It’s been an honor to represent the 
United States in the Marshall Islands,” 
he said Tuesday. “I’m pleased to have 
been a friend of the Marshalls since 
August 2012. The US will rightly 
be seen as successful if the Marshall 
Islands is successful. As a major de-
velopment partner, we want to see the 
Marshalls continue on a path towards 
prosperity and greater independence 
with a vibrant, healthy, well educated 
population. I know you will warmly 

A bird in 
the hand…

Can we afford 
social security? welcome Ambassador Karen Stewart 

who brings a wealth of experience 
and enthusiasm to this great assign-
ment.”

Normally, US ambassadors are on a 
three-year assignment. But the “nor-
mal” went out the window last year 
when President Barack Obama’s first 

nominee to replace Armbruster pulled 
out of consideration, substantially de-
laying the process. Stewart was nomi-
nated late last year and went for a 
confirmation hearing earlier this year 
before the US Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. Like Armbruster, 
she is a career diplomat. Unlike the 
outgoing ambassador, Stewart is a 
veteran of two previous ambassado-
rial assignments.

“There are many Americans, like 
me, who have been touched by the 
people, the history, the culture and the 
beauty of the Marshall Islands who 
will remember your smiles, your sun-
sets, and your rich ocean home,” said 
Armbruster. “Kathy, Bryan, Kalia and 
I especially thank you. To my friends 
at USAG-KA, my utmost respect. To 
the Small But Mighty Embassy, you 
all are the best. Kommol, im bar lo 
kom. Whirlwind out!”

Outgoing Ambassador 
Tom Armbruster.

US Ambassador moves on, 
leaving many friends behind
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A Marshallese outrigger canoe 
will be unveiled and blessed by 
Marshallese and Native Ameri-
can elders at a ceremony later this 
week in Portland, Oregon.

This past year, the Lake Oswe-
go-based nonprofit organization 
Living Islands teamed up with 
Portland State University, the Na-
tive American Student and Com-
munity Center, and one of the few 
remaining master builders from 
the Marshall Islands, Tiem Clem-
ent to build the outrigger using 
traditional techniques of the Mar-

Like many states with large popula-
tions of Marshallese, Oregon is rolling out 
a Constitution Day celebration that runs 
from Tuesday through the US Memorial 
Day holiday coming up this weekend.

Head of the Oregon Marshallese Com-
munity David Anitok said they expected a 
large group of Marshallese, Micronesians 
and Palauans resident in Oregon to join to-
gether at the state capitol building on Tues-
day this week “to thank Oregon legislators 
and Governor Kate Brown for approving 
legislation for Healthcare insurance to our 
Compact of Free Association (COFA) Pa-
cific islanders in Oregon.” 

Brown is scheduled to sign the COFA 
legislation on Tuesday.

The week will then segue into lots of 
sporting competition and the unveiling of 
the newly built Marshallese outrigger ca-
noe at Portland State University Thursday.

Friday’s opening ceremony for RMI 
Constitution Day has Governor Brown 
scheduled to deliver the keynote speech. 
They will be giving out awards to “cham-
pion legislators” as well as enjoying food, 
dance and music. Friday’s program will 
conclude with the showing of “Land of 
Eb,” a film about Enewetak islanders ad-
justing to life on the Big Island of Hawaii. 
Enewetak was the site of 43 US nuclear 

‘Seeing an artist like Tiem transform a 30-foot log into a full-size outrigger is something 
very few people will ever see. People here will now have that opportunity.’

Blessing of Living Islands canoe 

shall Islands. 
“This unique partnership re-

sulted in the construction of a 
full-size traditional Marshallese 

outrigger canoe that was built 
on the Portland State University 
campus,” said Living Islands 
founder and Executive Director 
Kianna Angelo.

On May 26, the canoe will be 
unveiled in its final form during a 
multicultural blessing ceremony 
at the Native American Student 
and Community Center. 

In addition to witnessing tra-
ditional blessings by Marshal-
lese as well as Native American 
elders, guests of the blessing 
ceremony will have the chance 

to experience and enjoy a range 
of traditional Marshallese food, 
song, and dance. 

The confirmed guest list for this 
event includes President of Port-
land State University Wim Wiew-
el and Marshall Islands Foreign 
Minister John Silk.

“This project has been more 
than a year in the making, and 
finally everything is coming to-
gether,” said Angelo. 

The event will show the “un-
paralleled craftsmanship” of the 
Marshallese people to Portland 

for the first time, she said. “See-
ing an artist like Tiem transform a 
30-foot log into a full-size outrig-
ger is something very few people 
will ever see. People here will 
now have that opportunity.”

Living Islands is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is 
to promote cross-cultural under-
standing and education of and for 
the Marshallese people. 

Living Islands supports a num-
ber of cultural and educational 
projects in the RMI and in the Pa-
cific Northwest region of the US.

Native American 
elders join 
Marshallese in 
celebrating a 
cultural success

weapons tests. 
Saturday will feature the first “Nuclear 

Legacy Summit” with stories from sur-
vivors of the 67 nuclear bomb tests con-
ducted by the US in the Marshall Islands 
from 1946-1958. Keynote remarks will be 
offered by Dr. Holly Barker, an archaeolo-
gist and author who played a key role in as-
sessing formerly classified US government 
records of the nuclear testing. The summit 
will also include participation from the 
younger generation now becoming active 
on the issue. Desmond Doulatram, a repre-
sentative of the recently founded REACH-
MI nuclear awareness group in RMI, is 
scheduled to participate in the summit, 
which is being held at Chemeketa Com-
munity College auditorium.

On Sunday evening at Adam Stephens 
Middle School, the Oregon Marshallese 
Community Youth Worship and Fellow-
ship group is sponsoring a workshop on 
“What it means to be a Marshallese Youth 
in this society, and how to work together 
as one community, ethnicity, and as Chris-
tians. Performances from the youth groups 
of music, dances, and drama are expected.

Saturday and Monday are big sports 
days for the Marshallese community, with 
prizes to be awarded at Monday night’s 
closing program.

Week of fun for 
Oregon islanders

Canoe men, from left: Master builder Tiem Clement from Namdrik Atoll, 
Robert Anjain of Rongelap, Jesper Angelo of Denmark, and David Ander-

son, Peace Corps volunteer in 1975 at Ujelang.  
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Majuro Computer Services (MCS) 
has expanded to include a new 
branch on Ebeye, Kwajalein. MCS 
Senior Manager of Operations Mat-
thew “Attu” Fitzpatrick confirmed 
MCS Ebeye officially open on April 
14. 

It is located at Mid Corridor area 

on Ebeye and is managed by Roselle 
Donre. Donre was working with 
MCS Pohnpei Manager Cynthia 
Martin before being promoted to her 
new post on Ebeye. 

The MCS Ebeye “crew” includes 
Donre, a technician, and two sales 
representatives.

Fitzpatrick said many of MCS’ cus-
tomers on Majuro were people from 
Ebeye. The opening of MCS Ebeye 
has proved its worth, as more than 
50 computer devices were brought in 
for repair services since last month. 
MCS is happy to provide its services 
on Ebeye, said Fitzpatrick.

United Airlines in Majuro flew 
in three employees from the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia to 
compensate for local employees 
affected with pink eye (conjuncti-
vitis). The Ministry of Health an-
nounced last week that the Mar-
shall Islands was experiencing an 
“epidemic” of pink eye, largely as 
a result of the extended drought.

The employees, two from 
Chuuk and one from Pohnpei, are 
housed at the Marshall Islands 
Resort.

Pictured is one of three FSM 

cargo employees David Malon 
from Chuuk at his balcony room 
at MIR. Malon is more than a 
substitute UA worker — he has 
ties to the Marshall Islands.

Last month, Malon,  his wife 
Lona  and son David Malon Jr. 
visited Majuro to join the funeral 
of late Alap Mike Torejak from 
Mieco. 

As it turned out, David Jr. be-
came blood brothers with Mike’s 
son Solomon Torejak during their 
tenure at Xavier High School in 
Chuuk.

The Marshall Islands ship reg-
istry has surpassed another mile-
stone by hitting the 131 million 
gross tons (GT) mark in March. 
Just two years after breaking 100 
million GT, the RMI registry con-
tinues its phenomenal growth.

The January 2016 issue of 
Clarksons Research’s World Fleet 
Monitor reported the registry had 
a 12.5 percent increase in GT 
in 2015, the largest percentage 
growth of any of the top 10 reg-
istries. This growth is due in large 
part to IRI’s model of decentral-
ization which allows worldwide 
registry personnel to provide ser-
vices around the clock from its 27 
offices. With the opening of IRI’s 
second office in Hong Kong in 
2014 and new office in Manila, 
Philippines in late 2015, the reg-
istry is able to support increasing 
seafarer applications for those 
serving on RMI flagged vessels, 
say registry officials. Over 35 
percent of RMI Seafarer’s Iden-
tification and Record Books are 
issued to Philippine seafarers, 
making IRI’s Manila office a key 
location for this documentation.

United Airlines David Malon. 
Photo: Hilary Hosia

United flies in 
substitute workers

Tech store opens Ebeye branch

The Village idiots

Another 
milestone 
for ship 
registry

For 40 years, The village Hotel in Pohnpei was a globally known icon 
of tourism in the Federated States of Micronesia. It attracted a steady 

stream of visitors and local residents alike to enjoy the splendid view from 
mountain side facility. This was all possible (above) until two years ago 
when land disputes derailed extension of a lease for the successful busi-
ness, forcing its closure and offering this before and after view. Support 

the private sector indeed! Photos courtesy: Mitchell Hagerstrom.
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Marshall Islands Marine Resources 
Authority is expected to break ground 
for a new headquarters facility in 
Delap in the near future.

Architectural designs are being 
completed now, and as soon as these 
are done, groundbreaking will happen 
followed by the start of construction. 
The new MIMRA HQ is to be built 
lagoon side of the Ministry of Re-

sources and Development on the site 
of the old MIMRA fishing dock area 
adjacent to Sea Patrol.

“We expect to break ground soon,” 
said MIMRA Director Glen Joseph.

The government last year pur-
chased the Won Hai Shien/Jemenei 
Corporation complex with the aim of 
turning it into the office for the Parties 
to the Nauru Agreement. PNA is cur-

rently housed next to the JICA office 
in a PII facility in Delap.

“We briefed the PNA annual meet-
ing in Kiribati about this,” said Jo-
seph. “We’ll do a costing and take it 
to the ministers’ meeting at Christmas 
Island in July so we can move ahead.”

He said the Ministry of Public 
Works Project Management Unit is 
managing these projects.

Majuro-based firm Pacific Interna-
tional Inc. led the successful salvage 
of a large Taiwanese fishing vessel 
that had been stuck on a reef in Majuro 
Atoll for over a week.

The 264-foot purse seiner Fong 
Seong 666 ran aground on a reef along 
the northern part of Majuro Atoll over-
night Thursday May 12 as it was wait-
ing for daylight to enter the nearby 
pass. Initial efforts to pull the boat off 
the reef were unsuccessful and were 
complicated both by tuna tonnage on 
board and low tides. 

“About 3:30pm Majuro time Friday, 
we completed the rescue of the purse 
seiner Fong Seong 666 and its skiff,” 
said PII CEO Jerry Kramer. “In the 
marine world this was a very signifi-
cant feat.” 

PII employed tugboats to remove the 
vessel from the coral reef where it was 
lodged for over seven days. “It wasn’t 
just a matter of yanking the boat off 
the reef,” said Kramer. “There were a 

bunch of preparatory steps that had to 
be taken to cause the least damage to 
ship, protect the crew, save the cargo, 
and limit environmental damage.”

Rescue work was initially planned 
prior to May 20, but representatives 
of the Kaohsiung, Taiwan-based Fong 
Hong Fishery Co. Ltd., which owns the 
vessel, asked to delay it until week’s 
end so a company official could fly to 
the Marshall Islands to be onsite for 
rescue efforts.

The Fong Seong 666, a Vanuatu-
registered vessel, was returning to Ma-
juro to transship its cargo of skipjack 
tuna to a waiting carrier vessel when 
the accident happened. 

Before the vessel could be dislodged 
from the reef, it involved coordination 
and communication with the owners, 
insurance agents and salvage experts 
in Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong and 
London, said Kramer. 

He added that it was obvious from 
the pre-rescue communications with 

the many business people who were 
following the situation that they were 
“surprised at our capability.” But, he 
added, “We have a professional staff 
and have accomplished this several 
times. We have a 100 percent suc-
cess record (with getting boats off the 
reef).”

The Majuro-based company’s ma-
rine salvage and rescue expertise is 
an essential service that gives vessel 
owners additional confidence in using 
this western Pacific nation as a port of 
call, Kramer said.

“Time and again (outside owners 
and insurance agents) have suggested 
getting the big boys to take over, and 
we have outpaced their concerns with 
accomplishments,” said Kramer. 

“It’s important that the marine in-
dustry, fishing vessels, carriers, cargo 
vessels, and tankers know that such 
capability exists in the Marshall Is-
lands.  It’s a consideration for them in 
planning stops and routes.”

Above: The Taiwanese purse 
seiner Fong Seong 666 ran 
aground on a reef in Majuro 
Atoll overnight May 12 as it was 
waiting for daylight to enter the 
pass to transship its cargo of 
skipjack tuna. 
Left: The Fong Seong 666 being 
towed off the reef at Majuro Atoll 
May 20 by Pacific International 
Inc. tugboats. The 264-foot purse 
seiner had been grounded on the 
reef for over a week when it was 
rescued by PII. 

Photos: Pacific International Inc.

Lagoonside HQ for MIMRA

PII proves it can help  
grounded fishing ships
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A partnership between 
the Marshall Islands fisher-
ies department and the Col-
lege of the Marshall Islands 
is ramping up training of 
fisheries observers with the 
goal of nearly doubling the 
current level of about 60 
observers. 

With fisheries manage-
ment rules requiring trained 
fisheries observers on all of 
the 300 purse seiners when 
they are fishing in the west-
ern Pacific region, as well 
as being onboard tuna ves-
sels during lagoon trans-
shipment operations, cou-
pled with the Parties to the 
Nauru Agreement plan to 
roll out increased observer 
coverage of the 3,000 long-
liners in the region, there is 
a growing job market for 
fisheries observers, said 
Marshall Islands Marine 
Resources Authority Direc-
tor Glen Joseph. 

Through a MIMRA-

The College of the Marshall Islands 
has been awarded another grant under the 
Coral Reef Initiative program of the De-
partment of the Interior’s Office of Insular 
Affairs. The grant of $124,963 will fund 
phase two of “Decision-Support Tools for 
Conservation and Coastal Protection in the 
RMI — Rural and Urban Technical Guide-
lines.”  

Phase one of this project is to establish 
a publicly accessible national spatial ana-
lytics facility on the CMI campus to build 
national capacity in participatory GIS 
through coursework at the national college.

This new grant will allow continuation 
of the project with the following activities:

• Use the National Spatial Analytics 
facility being established by CMI to as-
sess the current “State of the Coastline” 
by estimating vulnerable versus protected 
shorelines fronting infrastructure and areas 
of ecological, cultural, and economic sig-
nificance.

• Develop technical guidelines on coast-
al protection that include conceptual draw-
ings/cross sections of undisturbed and for-
tified/modified atoll coral, provide guide-
lines for coral reef conservation as the first 
line of defense, and provide guidelines for 
adaptation in dynamic coastal environ-
ments.

• Conduct workshops on Majuro to com-
municate the guidelines developed above 
to landowners and decision makers.

The grant to CMI was part of over $1 
million in grants issued by the Interior De-
partment for coral reef protection in many 

US-affiliated islands. “I am pleased to sup-
port these coral reef projects that focus on 
understanding and reducing the effects of 
climate change on coral reef ecosystems,” 
said Assistant Secretary Esther Kia’aina. 
“These grants are especially timely as we 
witness the devastating effects on our cor-
al reefs from this year’s record-breaking 
warm ocean temperatures. These funds 
will help insular area governments and 
communities take measures to increase the 
resilience of these critical resources in the 
face of the significant threats posed by cli-
mate change.” 

Many partners are involved with CMI, 
including Lyon Associates, Murray Ford, 
School of Environment, University of 
Auckland, Marshall Islands Conservation 
Society, RMI Environmental Protection 
Authority, CMI Land Grant, RMI Ministry 
of Public Works, Marshall Islands Marine 
Resources Authority, RMI Ministry of Re-
sources & Development, and Karl Felle-
nius, UH Sea Grant Extension Agent.

Among results expected from the grant 
are: awareness by landowners and deci-
sion-makers of the value and power of ro-
bust planning and engineering tools for the 
management and protection of atoll shore-
lines, commitment by landowners and de-
cision-makers to use the coastal protection 
guidelines for submitting and evaluating 
earthmoving applications, and commit-
ment by landowners and decision-makers 
to use the coastal protection guidelines for 
preparation before, and mitigation during 
wave inundation events.

CMI partnership, an SPC-
certified observer trainer 
has been hired to deliver 
on-island trainings. In the 
past, MIMRA and CMI 
had to wait on SPC to pro-
vide trainers and this often 
meant because of heavy 
demand in the region for 
observer trainings that the 
RMI waited a year or more 
for an observer training.

Instead, with John Still, 
the SPC-certified trainer 
from the Solomon Islands, 
who has now been hired, 
CMI’s Arrak Campus has 
scheduled three trainings 
for 2016. The first one is 
currently in progress, ac-
cording to Edward Adini-
wn, the Arrak Campus 
manager.

“We have about 12 train-
ees who have gone thru the 
sea safety course and are 
going through the SPC Ba-
sic Observer Course now,” 
said Adiniwin. “They are 

also taking refreshers in 
math, geography, English 
and computer classes.”

This course started 
March 21 and is scheduled 
to finish Friday, May 27.

CMI’s Arrak Campus has 
scheduled seven sea safety 
and three observer trainings 
for this year — the most in 
one year ever, as it moves to 
meet the demand for fisher-
ies observers. The schedule 
depends on the number of 
trainees who sign up.

“If we wait for SPC, the 
most we can expect is to get 
one training every year or 
two,” said Joseph. The de-
mand for SPC-run observer 
trainings in the region ex-
ceeds SPC’s capacity, he 
said. “We’re trying to get 
our numbers up there with 
Papua New Guinea and 
Solomon Islands” (which 
together have hundreds of 
observers working in the 
region).

CMI wins grant 
for coral reefs 

Observation about 
CMI and MIMRA
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A four-member team 
from Peace Run part-
nered with the RMI 
government and local 
people to forge interna-
tional friendship and un-
derstanding as well as 
echoing their message 
of peace and goodwill in 
run/walk events that took 
place on Majuro from May 
13 to 17. 

Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs’ said the Team has 
now traveled to over 38 
countries. Team mem-
bers included Stacey 
Marsh, Nurari Merry, Ud-
dyogii Hall, and Varunavi 
Sonia Klabnikova who 
are from Australia, United 
Kingdom, New Zealand, 
and Slovakia.

Following a welcome 
ceremony to introduce 
the team to the people 
of the Marshall Islands 
held May 14 at Delap 
Park, students from pri-
vate and public schools, 
community members, 
and government repre-
sentatives participated in 
a Peace Run/Walk event 
with the Peace Torch and 
the RMI flag leading the 
way around the Delap 
area. Special attention was given 
to Lemeyo Abon, the chosen re-
cipient of the Torch-Bearer Award. 
The award is given to an individual 
who is selected by the community. 
Community members acknowl-
edge and celebrate the individual’s 
talents and energies in self-giving, 
service, and sacrifice to the cause 
of peace.

Lemeyo is recognized at home 
and abroad as a steadfast advo-
cate for a nuclear-free world. She 
is a powerful voice of peace for the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands. 
She is the newest member of an 
internationally, recognized group 
of individuals who have positively 
impacted their society and set a 
standard of life-changing legacy. 

“She is among the Torch-Bearer 
alumni greats including Mother Te-
resa, Nelson Mandela, and Pope 
Francis,” said the Peace Run team. 
“We are grateful to Lemeyo Abon 
for standing on the frontlines and 
pioneering a local and global path 
of peace for RMI people to follow.”

Early Saturday morning, the 
Peace Run team ran the global 
torch relay through Majuro neigh-
borhoods covering the areas be-
tween Rita and Marshall Islands 
Resort (MIR). The team completed 
their relay the following morning, 
starting at laura and finishing at 
MIR. Members of the communities 
showed their support by cheering 
and joining in the torch run.

On Monday, May 16, the Peace 

Run team visited long Island, 
Rairok, Delap, and Uliga elemen-
tary schools and Majuro Middle 
School. The children interacted 
with the team who demonstrated 
through skits, songs, and moment 
of silence the importance of peace. 
Each child carried the Peace Torch 
and passed it on to the next child, 
symbolizing that everyone plays 
a significant role in peace. The 
school programs closed with the 
children echoing the Peace Run 
motto: “Peace begins with me.”

Appreciation was offered to all 
the students, schools, community 
members, and government and 
non-government organizations 
who participated in the Peace Run 
events.

Internal Affairs and a team from the Peace Run organized a 
big walk/run earlier this month. They recognized Rongelap 

Bravo hydrogen bomb test survivor Lemeyo Abon (right 
holding torch), and involved community members and 

students from many schools.

S
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RMI loses $4.7m funding
Journal 5/30/1975
P1 Micronesia may get 

200-mile rights from LoS 
conference

Micronesia represented itself 
at the United Nations Law of 
the Sea Conference recently 
in Geneva, Switzerland. The 
Micronesian delegation was 
headed by Marshalls Rep. 
Charles Domnick. Also at the 
meeting were Special Consul-
tant Frederick Wyle, Special 
Advisor Andon Amaraich and 
Truk Senator Nick Bossy.

P2 A ‘Port Pacific’ at Pa-
lau?

Palau has been described as 
a “new, central energy distribu-
tion and anchorage port” which 
represents a “most appropriate 
and economical solution to the 
requirements of the Western 
Pacific Nations,” according to 
a report released here. Titled 
“Port Pacific at Palau,” the 33-
page report envisions $300 to 
$400 million supertanker port 

on northern Babelthuap, the 
largest island in the Trust Terri-
tory, capable of storing 3.4 mil-
lion tons of oil. A large refinery 
is also mentioned. The report 
was prepared by Robert Pane-
ro Associates of New York.

P7 None from Marshalls 
Twenty Micronesians gradu-

ated from the University of 
Guam earlier this month, rep-
resenting all districts but the 
Marshalls: 9 from Marianas, 5 

from Truk, 4 from Yap, 2 from 
Palau and 1 from Ponape.

Journal 5/31/1991
P3 RMI to open PRC em-

bassy
The Marshall Islands govern-

ment will soon open its first em-
bassy in the People’s Republic 
of China with Lawrence Ed-
wards as ambassador. The two 
nations established diplomatic 
ties late last year.

P12 El-
ders show 
old skills to 
young

During a 
craft dem-
o n s t r a t i o n 
at Gibson’s 
shopping cen-

ter, many elders showed off 
their talents: Kainok Atwel from 
Laura showed 14 year old Bet-
ty Amanu how to weave palm 
fronds; Kalleb Noah worked on 
finishing a fishing net; Johnni 
Tipes from Laura worked on 
making island ‘rope’ from co-
conut fiber; and Mojin Jablotak 
demonstrated how to weave 
jenae.

P21 Continuing educa-
tion

A computer workshop held 
at the College of the Marshall 
Islands saw a number of gov-
ernment men furthering their 
education. Participating were: 
Robin kios, Mass Hermon, 
Benta Jonaie, Xavier Myazoe, 
and Teruo Kaminaga.

P23 Government minis-

tries facing big budget cuts
The Marshall Islands govern-

ment is bracing itself for major 
money cuts as a result of a big 
drop in Compact of Free As-
sociation funding for next fis-
cal year. Beginning October 1, 
the Marshalls will lose about 
$4.7m a year in government 
operations funding from the 
Compact.

Journal 6/2/2000
P6 Unique ladies
Pacific Unique Travel staff 

were recognized recently with 
a Silver Elite Award from Con-
tinental Micronesia for being in 
the top 10 sales within Micro-
nesia for 1999. The award in-
cluded free tickets. The happy 
staff are Deborah Shoniber, 
Ann Sualau, Cathy Silk Ralpho 
and Valentine Lemae.

P11 Local students rec-
ognized

Telbi Lanej, Helon Zedkaia 
and Cantina Lokiar were hon-
ored by Outrigger Marshall Is-
lands Resort staff recently. The 
three MIHS seniors worked at 
Outrigger for three months as 
part of the School-to-Work pro-
gram before graduating this 
week. Honoring them were 
Outrigger staff Bill Weza, Nao-
mi Maitinnara, Erak Erakdrik, 
Dolores deBrum-Kattil, and 
Robert McConnell.

What we were saying way back when
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eLAPLOK MARON Ne AM JeN AM LOMNAK
Guy sitting by the tree: What can I do? I’m hungry. voice from Heaven: 

Don’t say you’re hungry. Go fish or I’ll punish you!

THINGS ARe GeTTING MORe WeSTeRN NOWADAYS
Man: In the past, clothing wasn’t tight. Everything’s becoming more western-

ized, even the ‘s’ sound is always there. The culture has been lost. Woman: 
Kwojela ke ta ko kim Rimajol rej kojerbal nan paun waini im ek nan am mour.

MONeY IS LOve
Boy standing: Mom, I’m hungry. Mother: B...? Eat Bingo! Woman sitting 

in crowd: My cards stink. When I go home I’ll beat up  my husband.

RUMWIJ NAe MOKAJ
Weed: You’re too slow. Speed up a bit.

eJ KAB WOT
Pig: Ekwe jen aolep etal im tutu bedkat (take a bath in the mud puddle).

BIAS
Jobless guy sitting on the left: I heard there’s a job opening here and I was 
wondering if I can apply. employer: Sounds good but your resume doesn’t 

say we are related?
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Representatives from government 
and community organizations dis-
cussed a communications and public 
engagement plan for new waste man-
agement initiatives to make rubbish 
collection more equitable, accessible 
and self-sustaining.

Majuro is the selected site of a “pi-
lot integrated atoll waste management 
component” of PacWaste – a four 
year project funded by the European 
Union and implemented by the Secre-
tariat of the Pacific Regional Environ-
ment Program (SPREP) to improve 
hazardous waste management across 
the Pacific. 

The centerpiece of the atoll waste 
management project is implementa-
tion of a pre-paid collection system 
using specially designed garbage bags 
that will be available to purchase for 
a small fee. A proportion of the sale 
of the bags will go to Majuro Atoll 
Waste Company (MAWC) to pay for 
the collection and disposal costs. The 
revenue generated will allow MAWC 
to expand services to Laura while in-
creasing financial sustainability of the 
waste system.

Speaking at the opening of the 
workshop, SPREP’s PacWaste Com-
munications Officer Amber Carvan 
said public engagement is essential 
to the success of the initiative. “Pre-
paid garbage bag systems have been 
used to great effect across many coun-
tries, but in the Pacific region there 
have only been a handful of success 
stories,” she said. “In evaluating the 
lessons learned from similar projects, 
it is abundantly clear that successful 
implementation hinges on strong pub-
lic engagement and effective commu-
nication.”

Participants from MIVA, WUTMI, 
MALGov, MAWC, PSS, EPA, and 
FAO worked with the PacWaste team 
to identify key audiences and the best 
methods of contacting them. They 
also discussed some of the barriers 
to successful implementation and 
role played different arguments and 
counter-arguments, for each target 
audience group.

Bryant Zebedy, who volunteers as 
an Earth Champion with the NGO Jo-
Jikum, acknowledges the challenges 
ahead, but feels optimistic about the 

outcome: “The workshop was fantas-
tic in terms of sharing ideas to tackle 
the issue of waste on Majuro. I be-
lieve that it will be challenging to en-
gage the general public to take up the 
use of the pre-paid bags but Jo-Jikum 
is well placed to assist with convinc-
ing people to use this system which, 
ultimately, encourages good waste 
behavior and benefits the planet.”

“I’m excited about being able to as-
sist with this project however I can,” 
said Anfernee Rynold Kaminaga from 
MIVA. “For example, MIVA has a 
beautification program so if we could 
ensure that we use the pre-paid bags 
instead of regular bags when we are 
doing community clean-ups, it would 
be a step in the right direction.”

The PacWaste program will be 
working with communities and or-
ganizations in Majuro to introduce 
the pre-paid bag system over the 
coming months. The scheme aims 
to expand waste collection services 
for all households in Majuro. It will 
also promote the segregation of green 
waste and institute a used lead acid 
battery buy-back scheme.

Hope that special bags 
to solve garbage problem

Members of KIJLe compete in various 
fun events at Delap Park earlier this 

month. Looks like fun was had by all.

Hip, hip, hooray: It’s the Marshall 
Islands High School graduating class of 

2016.  Photo: Hilary Hosia.

Run and fun
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Mathlynn “Mattie” Sass-
er of the Marshall Islands is 
anticipating tough competi-
tion in the Oceania Weight-
lifting Championships this 
week in Suva, reported the 
Fiji Times.

Mattie, although in her 
final year as a junior com-
petitor, will be compet-
ing in the senior women’s 
58Kg category.

“This is my last year of 
junior and I have been pre-
paring for this for almost 
four and half years. I think 
it’s going to be tough, but 
all I have to say is I have to 
do my best,” she said.

She will be competing 
against Fiji’s Ulina Sagone 
in the same category and 
considers Tia-Clair Toom-
ey of Australia and Jenley 
Tegu Wini of the Solomon 
Islands the major contend-
ers to win the category.

Marshall Islands national 
weightlifting coach Terry 
Sasser, Mattie’ father, said 
while the Solomons and the 
Australians were top con-
tenders, they weren’t ruling 
out possible upsets. “She’s 
been in the last year of her 
junior and transitioning to 
senior. Her focus is to com-
pete against these senior 
levels and she has been 
putting a lot of time and ef-
fort and I think there will be 
some surprises,” he said.

Third week of the NTA-
sponsored Chicken-Run 
Tennis Tournament got go-
ing with Charley Sell win-
ning his first title.  The new-
kid-in town and his partner, 
Achien Lin of True Value 
gutted out a tough come 
from behind victory, 7-5. In 
other matches Francis Heine/
Dennis Momotaro defeated 
Al Hanchor/Antari Elbon for 
3rd place. The first round fea-
tured a surprising early exit 
by Damien Milne/Mori Ka-
bua who lost to the eventual 
campion Charley/Achien 
6-0.  In the semi-final round 
Dr. Ghali/Wilbur Allen also 
scored a 6-0 thumping of Al/
Antari.  Tennis officials rec-
ognized NTA and General 
Manager Tommy Kijiner, Jr. 
for sponsorship.

A  high school senior who was 
just days away from graduating 
apparently drowned last week 
while spearfishing off Ebeye. No 
trace of Anthony Capelle, 17, or 
his diving gear was found the 
day after he went spear fishing 
with a friend last week.

The Kwajalein Scuba Club 
posted an announcement ex-

pressing “sadness and a heavy 
heart (that) Kwajalein Atoll has 
lost a diver.” 

Capelle was a senior honor 
student at Father Hacker High 
School, and was scheduled to 
graduate with his class June 5.  

Local residents said Anthony 
went diving with a friend who 
lost track of Anthony during their 

spear fishing and thought he had 
simply returned to Ebeye. That 
he was missing apparently was 
not known until the following 
morning when people asked the 
dive partner where Anthony was. 
The lagoon current from Ebeye 
leads to the pass on the western 
side of the atoll between Enneboj 
and Carlos islands.

Surprise 
on Long 
Is. court

Good 
luck, 
Mattie!

Mattie Sasser.

Anthony Capelle dies while 
spearfishing off Ebeye Island 
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Send your hysterical, gripping, or insightful Are You Awares? to journal@ntamar.net

THAT one-third of dog owners talk 
to their dog on the telephone?

THAT the top three situations that 
require witnesses are: 1) Crimes 2) Ac-
cidents 3) Marriages ... Need we say 
more?

THAT soap and deodorant are the 
most frequent items redeemed with 
coupons?

THAT when a pal of ours wants to 
hold a family meeting, she turns off 
the house wifi and waits for them all to 
come running?

THAT the Plati-
num Eagle worth 
$100 is the highest 
value coin in the 
US?

THAT both lobsters and 
people like to eat lobsters?

THAT the typewriter was 
invented before the fountain 
pen?

THAT months that begin 
on a Sunday will always 
have a Friday the 13th in 
them?

THAT the average graph-

ite pencil can write a line 
about 35 miles long, or ap-
proximately 45,000 Eng-
lish words?

THAT the average per-
son spends six months of 
their lifetime waiting on 
a red light to turn green ... 
however this is not true for 
people in RMI?

THAT the largest re-

corded snowflake was in 
Keogh, MT in 1887 ... it 
was 15 inches wide?

THAT the Matami Tribe 
of West Africa plays their 
own version of football, but 
instead of using a normal 
football they use a human 
skull?

THAT in 1386 a pig in 
France was executed by 

public hanging for the murder of a 
child?

THAT a single cloud can weigh 
more than one million pounds ... so 
it’s handy they don’t fall from the sky?

THAT in Japan, surgical masks are 
used for fashion, 
warmth, and avoid-
ing conversation 
with strangers?

THAT German Wolfgang 
Dircks died while he was 
watching television and was 
discovered 10 months later 
as a skeleton when his land-
lord tried to collect overdue 
rent?

THAT you know that 
you’re playing with an Ital-
ian deck of cards because 
there are no queens?

ARE YOU AWARE?

THAT Batman and Mook were 
recently seen praying in readi-
ness for a feast of sashimi in 
Long Island’s Rairok area? 
Photo: Hilary Hosia.


